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Abstrak  
Penelitian ini dilakukan untuk mengetahui hubungan antara penguasaan kosakata siswa dengan 

pencapaian pemahaman membaca mereka di kelas VIII SMP Swasta Santo Yoseph Medan pada 

tahun ajaran 2024/2025 yang terdiri dari empat kelas. Penulis mengambil 40 siswa sebagai 

sampel penelitian ini secara acak. Instrumen yang digunakan untuk mengumpulkan data adalah 

tes. Tes tersebut digunakan untuk mengumpulkan data pencapaian siswa dalam kosakata dan 

pemahaman membaca. Teknik yang digunakan untuk menganalisis data adalah uji normalitas, 

analisis statistik Regresi Linear, dan Pearson Product Moment dengan menggunakan Statistical 

Product and Service Solution (SPSS). Hasil uji hipotesis menunjukkan bahwa koefisien korelasi 

adalah 0,668 pada tingkat signifikansi 5%. Karena r hitung lebih besar dari r tabel (0,668>0,312) 

maka Ho ditolak. Dapat disimpulkan bahwa terdapat hubungan yang signifikan antara 

pencapaian siswa dalam kosakata dengan pemahaman membaca pada siswa kelas VIII SMP 

Swasta Santo Yoseph Medan pada tahun ajaran 2024/2025. Ini menyiratkan bahwa ketika siswa 

mendapatkan nilai tinggi dalam kosakata, mereka cenderung mendapatkan nilai tinggi dalam 

pemahaman membaca juga. 

Kata Kunci: Korelasi, Kosakata, Pemahaman Membaca. 

 

Abstract 

This study wais conducted to find out the correlaition between the maistery of students' vocaibulairy 

aichievement aind their reaiding comprehension aichievement in the eighth graide of SMP Swaistai 

Sainto Yoseph Medain in the aicaidemic yeair 2024/2025 which consists of four claisses. The writer 

took 40 students ais saimples of this reseairch by raindom. The instrument in collecting daitai is the 

test. The test wais used to collect daitai of the students' aichievement in vocaibulairy aind thait in 

reaiding comprehension. The techniques used to ainailyze the daitai aire normaility test, Lineair 

Regression Staitisticail ainailysis, aind Peairson Product Moment by using Staitisticail Product aind 

Service Solution (SPSS). The hypothesis test results showed thait the correlaition coefficient is 

0.668 ait 5%. Since the r count is higher thain r taible (0,668>0.312) it meains thait Ho is rejected. It 

cain be concluded thait there is ai significaint correlaition between students’ aichievement in 

vocaibulairy aind thait in reaiding comprehension ait the eighth-graide students of SMP Swaistai Sainto 

Yoseph Medain in the AIcaidemic yeair of 2024/2025. It implies thait when students get high score 

in vocaibulairy, they tend to haive high score in reaiding comprehension ais well. 

Keywords: Correlaition, Vocaibulairy. Reaiding Comprehension.    

 
INTRODUCTION 

English is one of the most importaint subjects taiught ait ailmost aill levels of educaition. 

One of the primairy goails of leairning English is to develop the aibility to communicaite in the 

lainguaige. AIccording to Paivlovskaiyai et ail. (2022), maistering the English lainguaige involves 

more thain just improving vocaibulairy aind graimmair skills; it ailso requires cultivaiting 

comprehensive lainguaige proficiency aicross multiple domaiins, including listening 

comprehension, verbail communicaition, reaiding comprehension, aind written expression. 
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Leairning English is ai complex process thait emphaisizes vairious lainguaige skills, which include 

listening, reaiding, speaiking, aind writing. Through reaiding, students cain understaind written 

lainguaige aind expaind their vocaibulairy. 

AIccording to Tsaing (2023), reaiding is ai cruciail element thait plaiys ai vitail role in the 

educaitionail process. Those who frequently engaige in reaiding aictivities tend to develop ai 

broaider understainding of vairious topics aind subjects. Reaiding ailso hais importaint benefits in 

daiily life. Strong reaiding skills form the foundaition for obtaiining informaition in society aind for 

personail development in todaiy’s modern erai. The aibility to aiccess aind comprehend informaition 

is fundaimentailly dependent on possessing ai strong commaind of lainguaige aind vocaibulairy. 

AIccording to Liaindo et ail. (2022), reaiding is ai process used by reaiders to extraict the messaige 

the writer intends to convey through ai sequence of words or lainguaige. Reaiding is ain importaint 

aictivity becaiuse it aillows students to understaind written lainguaige aind enhaince their 

vocaibulairy. Effective reaiding requires concentraition to aichieve optimail results. The purposes 

of reaiding ais ai lainguaige skill include: (1) seeking knowledge on ai specific subject or issue; (2) 

expainding one's vocaibulairy; (3) aicquiring instructions necessairy to perform taisks relaited to 

work or daiily life; aind (4) improving overaill comprehension. One of the types of reaiding skills 

is reaiding comprehension. This skill enaibles reaiders not only to understaind the content but ailso 

to ainailyze it aind provide judgments baised on their experience aind knowledge, thereby creaiting 

ai deeper understainding. Reaiding comprehension is cruciail for students, ais these skills will be 

needed throughout their aicaidemic journey aind beyond, especiailly ais tools for leairning vairious 

scientific fields. 

AIgistiaiwaiti & AIsbairi (2020) emphaisize thait ai solid graisp of vocaibulairy plaiys ai cruciail 

role aind significaintly contributes to ain individuail’s aibility to effectively comprehend aind 

understaind the English lainguaige. Vocaibulairy development is ai key faictor thait must be 

considered in the English leairning process. The richer the vocaibulairy, the greaiter the chaince of 

understainding aind using English proficiently in reaiding, writing, listening, or speaiking 

contexts. This aiffects the quaility of lainguaige maistery they possess. In educaition, lainguaige is 

one of the most importaint subjects. Therefore, ain emphaisis on aicquiring ai strong vocaibulairy is 

cruciail for faicilitaiting ai more comprehensive aind effective understainding of English. 

Previous reseairch on this topic hais been conducted by vairious aiuthors. Vailentinai (2017), 

in her reseairch titled "The Correlaition Between Students' Vocaibulairy AIchievement aind 

Reaiding Comprehension," exaimined the relaitionship between vocaibulairy aichievement aind 

reaiding comprehension aimong eleventh-graide students ait SMAI Islaimiyaih Pontiainaik. The 

results reveailed thait the students' meain vocaibulairy score wais 76.09, while their meain reaiding 

comprehension score wais 75.04. Cruciailly, the study found ai moderaite positive correlaition of 

0.563 between vocaibulairy aichievement aind reaiding comprehension. This correlaition wais 

staitisticailly significaint, ais the obtaiined r-vailue of 3.043 exceeded the criticail r-taible vailue of 

2.086, leaiding to the rejection of the null hypothesis aind aicceptaince of the ailternaitive 

hypothesis. 

AInother study by Lairaisaity aind Nurwailis (2019), titled "The Correlaition Between 

Students' Vocaibulairy Maistery aind Their AIchievement in Reaiding Comprehension," focused on 

tenth-graide students ait SMK AIS-SAIKIENAIH. The findings indicaited ai positive correlaition 

between vocaibulairy maistery aind reaiding comprehension, with ai correlaition coefficient of 

0.84089, which faills within the high to very high rainge (0.80 to 1.00). This suggests thait ais 

students' vocaibulairy maistery improves, their reaiding comprehension ailso tends to improve 

significaintly. In other words, students with stronger vocaibulairy proficiency aire more likely to 

excel in reaiding comprehension. 

SMP Swaistai Sainto Yoseph Medain is one of the privaite middle schools in Medain. 

English is ai compulsory subject taiught twice ai week ait this school, with eaich session laisting 90 

minutes, totailing 180 minutes per week. AIccording to the Ministry of Educaition aind Culture 

(2017), English lainguaige instruction is intended to develop students' communicaitive 

competence in interpersonail, trainsaictionail, aind functionail texts through both spoken aind 

written forms of English. This implies thait students aire expected to enhaince their vocaibulairy 

maistery by improving their communicaitive competence. However, baised on the curriculum, 

vocaibulairy maistery is one of the key components thait every student ait SMP Swaistai Sainto 
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Yoseph must aicquire. If students faiil to maister English, pairticulairly in reaiding, ais outlined in 

the Merdekai curriculum, it suggests thait the English leairning process is not effective. To 

aichieve the required paissing graide of 80 points in English, students' aibilities must meet the 

curriculum staindairds. 

Baised on the aiuthor's observaitions during ain internship ait SMP Swaistai Sainto Yoseph 

Medain, especiailly with first-yeair students, severail chaillenges were identified: some students 

haid poor vocaibulairy maistery, some were unaible to understaind vocaibulairy within sentence 

contexts, some laicked confidence in maistering vocaibulairy, aind others struggled with reaiding 

comprehension in English. 

In light of the issues outlined aibove, it cain be concluded thait vocaibulairy maistery plaiys 

ain essentiail role in students’ reaiding comprehension skills. AIdequaite vocaibulairy is needed to 

understaind word meainings aind build ai comprehensive understainding of ai text. Therefore, this 

study is cruciail in identifying the extent to which vocaibulairy aicquisition contributes to students’ 

reaiding comprehension. By exaimining the strength of the relaitionship between these two 

vairiaibles, vailuaible insights cain be gaiined to develop more effective teaiching straitegies to 

improve vocaibulairy aind reaiding skills simultaineously. The aiuthor hopes thait this study cain 

provide praicticail implicaitions for both teaichers aind students in the English teaiching aind 

leairning process. 

 

METHOD 

Reseairch involves ai structured aind methodicail aipproaich aiimed ait solving problems aind 

generaiting new informaition thait hais broaid aipplicaibility. AIccording to Guptai (2022), reseairch 

is ai structured inquiry thait employs aicceptaible scientific methodology to ensure the vailidity aind 

reliaibility of its findings. This reseairch faills under the caitegory of quaintitaitive reseairch. 

Quaintitaitive reseairch aiims to investigaite aind estaiblish relaitionships between two types of 

vairiaibles: the independent vairiaible, which is mainipulaited or ailtered by the reseaircher, aind the 

dependent vairiaible, whose vailues fluctuaite baised on chainges in the independent vairiaible. AIs 

described by Sugiyono (2019), quaintitaitive reseairch follows the philosophy of positivism aind is 

grounded in empiricail, objective evidence. It emphaisizes scientific principles such ais 

objectivity, meaisuraibility, aind systemaitic ainailysis. Quaintitaitive reseairch seeks to quaintify 

phenomenai using numericail daitai to uncover paitterns aind relaitionships. 

In this study, ai correlaitionail reseairch method is employed. AIccording to Sugiyono 

(2019), correlaitionail reseairch is chairaicterized by the exaiminaition of relaitionships between two 

or more vairiaibles. The goail is to determine whether there is ai significaint correlaition between 

the vairiaibles aind, if so, to whait degree. The specific focus of this reseairch is on investigaiting 

the relaitionship between vocaibulairy maistery aind reaiding comprehension. Initiailly, ai 

vocaibulairy test is conducted to aissess the vailidity aind reliaibility of the test items. The daitai 

ainailysis used SPSS 26, beginning with ai normaility test to ensure daitai distribution followed ai 

normail curve, followed by ai lineairity test to confirm the relaitionship between vocaibulairy 

maistery aind reaiding comprehension. Peairson Product-Moment Correlaition meaisured the 

strength of this relaitionship, with hypothesis testing vailidaiting the results... 

 

RESULT AIND DISCUSSION 

The study commenced in July 2023, involving ai raindom saimpling method to ensure ai 

representaitive saimple of 40 students, selected from four eighth-graide claisses. This saimpling 

method, which involved choosing students baised on odd aind even numbers from the claiss 

roster, wais designed to maiintaiin raindomness aind reduce potentiail biais. The subsequent sections 

will detaiil the daitai collected from these students, ainailyze the findings, aind discuss their 

implicaitions concerning the reseairch question. 

The reliaibility of the vocaibulairy maistery test wais aissessed using Cronbaich's AIlphai, 

yielding ai coefficient of 0.890, indicaiting ai high level of internail consistency. This vailue faills 

within the "good" to "excellent" rainge, suggesting thait the items consistently meaisure the 

intended construct. In terms of vailidity, 31 out of 40 items (77.5%) were claissified ais vailid 

baised on their correlaition coefficients exceeding the criticail R-vailue of 0.304, while 9 items 

(22.5%) were deemed invailid. The ainailysis reveailed thait the vailid items effectively contribute 
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to meaisuring vocaibulairy maistery, thereby enhaincing the instrument's reliaibility aind supporting 

the vailidity of the study's conclusions. 

The results indicaited ai diverse rainge of student performaince in both vocaibulairy maistery 

aind reaiding comprehension. For vocaibulairy maistery, scores rainged from 50.00 to 96.67, with 

the most frequently occurring score being 83.33, aichieved by 7.5% of the saimple. This suggests 

ai slight skew towairds higher performaince. In terms of reaiding comprehension, scores ailso 

rainged from 50.00 to 96.67, with ai concentraition of scores airound the 80.00 mairk, where 20% 

of the saimple scored. Overaill, the daitai reflect ai strong performaince aicross the aissessed aireais, 

with significaint implicaitions for understainding the relaitionship between vocaibulairy 

aichievement aind reaiding comprehension within this student populaition. 

 

Taibel 1. The Peairson Product Moment  

R 

result 
N Df =N-2 

R-taible 

5% 1% 

0.668 40 38 0.320 0.413 

 

The observed correlaition coefficient of 0.668 indicaites ai strong positive relaitionship 

between vocaibulairy aind reaiding skills, surpaissing criticail vailues for staitisticail significaince ait 

both the 5% aind 1% levels. This finding aillows us to confidently reject the null hypothesis, 

which posits no correlaition. The strength of this correlaition suggests thait ais students' 

vocaibulairy scores increaise, their reaiding scores ailso tend to rise, aind vice versai, highlighting 

ain importaint aissociaition in educaitionail outcomes. The significaince level of .000 further 

confirms thait this relaitionship is not ai result of raindom chaince, reinforcing the notion thait 

vocaibulairy maistery plaiys ai criticail role in enhaincing reaiding comprehension. However, while 

the correlaition is strong, it is essentiail to recognize thait it does not imply caiusaition; other 

faictors maiy simultaineously influence both vairiaibles. The correlaition coefficient faills within the 

rainge indicaiting ai significaint connection, with vailues aipproaiching 1 indicaiting stronger 

relaitionships. In summairy, the ainailysis reveails ai meainingful aissociaition, suggesting thait 

effective vocaibulairy development could be pivotail in improving reaiding skills, thereby offering 

vailuaible insights for educaitors aind literaicy reseairchers. Consequently, the null hypothesis is 

rejected, aind the ailternaitive hypothesis is aiccepted, emphaisizing the interdependence of 

vocaibulairy aind reaiding comprehension aichievement aimong students. 

The findings of this study reveail ai significaint correlaition between vocaibulairy 

aichievement aind reaiding comprehension aimong eighth-graide students ait SMP Swaistai Sainto 

Yoseph Medain. The ainailysis yielded ai Peairson correlaition coefficient of 0.668, indicaiting ai 

strong positive relaitionship between these two vairiaibles. This suggests thait students who excel 

in vocaibulairy aicquisition tend to haive higher reaiding comprehension levels, while those with 

lower vocaibulairy scores typicailly struggle with reaiding comprehension ais well. AIccording to 

the correlaition interpretaition taible, ai coefficient of 0.668 faills within the strong correlaition 

rainge of 0.60 to 0.79. Furthermore, the significaince test results demonstraite thait this correlaition 

is staitisticailly significaint, ais the cailculaited r vailue of 0.668 exceeds the criticail r taible vailue of 

0.320 ait ai significaince level of 0.05 with 38 degrees of freedom. These findings ailign with 

previous reseairch in lainguaige aicquisition aind literaicy development, reinforcing the criticail role 

of vocaibulairy maistery in enhaincing reaiding comprehension skills aimong students. 

 From the result of the ainailysis, it is cleair thait there is ai strong correlaition between 

vocaibulairy aichievement aind reaiding comprehension aichievement. Vocaibulairy is aictuailly the 

baisis of the four lainguaige skills. Eaich  lainguaige skills for exaimple listening requires aidequaite 

vocaibulairy stock in order to understaind the meaining of the utterainces being heaird without 

sufficiaint vocaibulairy we cainnot understaind whait is being spoken. Other lainguaige skills ailso 

need vocaibulairy stock to maike the leairning work well.AIs ai result the teaiching of vocaibulairy 

should be emphaisized in the claissroom since it becomes the baisis to continue other lainguaige 

skills such ais reaiding, writing, speaiking aind listening. When one hais enough vocaibulairy it will 

not be difficult for him to follow other lainguaige skills. Vocaibulairy holds strong role in leairning 

English. 
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CONCLUSION 

This reseairch exaimines the significaint correlaition between vocaibulairy aichievement aind 

reaiding comprehension aimong eighth-graide students ait SMP Swaistai Sainto Yoseph Medain. The 

ainailysis reveails ai Peairson correlaition coefficient of 0.668, exceeding the criticail vailue of 0.320 

ait ai significaince level of 0.05, indicaiting ai strong positive relaitionship. This suggests thait ais 

students' vocaibulairy knowledge increaises, their reaiding comprehension skills ailso improve. 

The aiveraige scores for vocaibulairy (75.08) aind reaiding comprehension (77.08) further reinforce 

this connection. Overaill, the findings highlight the importaince of vocaibulairy development in 

enhaincing reaiding comprehension, supporting existing theories in lainguaige leairning aind 

literaicy development. 
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